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“Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 

everyone with all wisdom, that we may present 

everyone mature in Christ.” 

- Colossians 1:28 

 



PROCLAIM!: Series Overview 

NOTE: The following represents a tentative preaching plan for the Proclaim! series and is only given to serve as a 

guide.  Please be aware, not only are these details subject to change, but in fact, these details will change as the 

series unfolds!  While we take confidence in God being glorified in and through our planning (Proverbs 21:5), we 

confidently yield to His loving direction in spite of our planning (Proverbs 16:9).  

Important “values” for this series: 

- Everything flows from dependence upon Him.  Grace, not guilt. 

- Emphasis on evangelism in the context of personal relationship. 

- Very resource rich and application oriented. 

- Numerous testimonies. 

- Practical.  Simple. 

Proclaim! Sermon Series 

DATE POSSIBLE 
TITLE 

SCRIPTURE(S) INITIAL THOUGHTS 

10/2 Followers Fish Mark 1:14:20 - Establish that it is NATURAL for a follower of Christ 
to share the faith.  To not be engaged in evangelism 
as a follower of Christ is UNNATURAL! 

- Cover what evangelism is NOT! 
- If followers fish, why don’t we? 
- Personality  
- God dependence!!! Spirit led! 
- Write a letter to the one who fished for you! 

10/9 Proclaim 
What? 

Mark 15:16 - What is the message we proclaim?  The Gospel. 
- What the Gospel is NOT . . .  
- What the Gospel IS . . .  
- Message Centered vs Method Centered 
- Point to a helpful resource to help communicate 

the Gospel. 

10/16 Breaking the 
Sound Barrier 

John 4:7-14 - Three Sound Barriers: Natural, Spiritual, Gospel 
- This is a process, dependent upon the Holy Spirit 
- The importance of asking questions 

10/23 Share Your 
Story 

John 9:25 (Acts 
26:4-23) 

- Sharing your testimony 
- Great illustration . . .  
- A team of folks to receive stories? 

10/30 Who’s In Your 
Circle? 

Luke 5:27-32 - People we NOW know, ONCE knew, and COULD 
know. 

- Neighbors, Next Generation, Nations 
- End in time of prayer for boldness and openness . . .  

 



Proclaim! 201  Week 1   

DISCOVERING YOUR OUTREACH STYLE 

Objectives  
 To share the goals of the Proclaim sermon series and provide some practical application in the 

Life Communities during the next 5 weeks.  

 To demonstrate that everyone is qualified for evangelism.    

 To give participants the opportunity to take the Outreach Styles Questionnaire which will enable 

people to discover how to best reach out using their unique gifts and personality.  

Sermon Recap (3-5 Minutes) 
 Have you received and read through the notes for this week’s sermon in advance?  

 Take time to review the main points of the sermon with your group. 

Share (3-5 Minutes) 
 Have someone from your group share how another person reached out to them to lead them to 

faith in Christ.   

Teaching (10-15 Minutes)  
 God has “wired” each of us differently with no personality better than the other. 

 From the beginning of the church, being a disciple of Christ always been synonymous with being 

a “fisher of men” (Mark 1:17).  It is both our identity and responsibility to share Jesus with 

others who desperately need him. 

 Suppose you discovered a cure for cancer.  Would it be ethical not to share this great discovery 

with cancer patients?  We have the spiritual cure and can provide this good news to our friends 

who don’t know God and are headed for hell.   

 Evangelism is not reserved for those who are more outgoing any more than Bible study is 

reserved for those who are really studious.  

 However, embracing evangelism does not mean you must become someone you are not. 

 Today we will do an exercise to help to help you discover how to best reach out to others using 

your unique gifts and personality.  

 You will discover you don’t need to be gifted in evangelism because you are already gifted for 

evangelism.   

 



Activity (25-30 Minutes) 
 Distribute the Evangelism Styles Questionnaire and have individuals take this survey. 

 After complete, as the teacher, take a few moments to describe each style: 1) Characteristics 2) 

Cautions   

 Separate people into the groups based on their scores:   

o Direct 
o Intellectual 
o Testimonial 
o Relational  
o Invitational 
o Serving 

 In their groups, have them discuss the following: 
o Look up the person in Scripture who models this style 
o Why is it important to be yourself when reaching out? 
o What evidence have you seen of God gifting you with this style and personality? 
o How might God uniquely use your personality to share the Gospel with others? 
o How does this tool encourage you to be more faithful in sharing the Gospel?  

Next Steps (2 Minutes)  
 This week, write a message (letter or email) to the one who led you to Christ.   
 Read “Evangelism Is A Discipline” found at http://tinyurl.com/EvangelismDiscipline 

Additional Resources 
 “Evangelism Is A Discipline” article 

 



EVANGELISM STYLES QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
Write your response to each of the 36 statements based on whether you think the statement applies to 
you: 

3 Very Much 2    Somewhat  1   Very Little 0   Not at all 
 

____ 1. In conversations, I like to approach topics directly, without much small talk or 
beating around the bush. 
 

____ 2. I love reading books or searching the web for information that will help me 
better understand issues being debated in society. 
 

____ 3. I often tell stories about my personal experiences in order to illustrate a point I 
am trying to make. 
 

____ 4. I am a “people person” who places a high value on friendship. 
 

____ 5. I enjoy including or adding new people to activities I am involved in. 
 

____  6. I see needs in people’s lives that others often overlook. 
 

____ 7. I do not shy away from putting a person on the spot when it seems necessary. 
 

____ 8. I tend to be analytical. 
 

____ 9. I often identify with others by using phrases like “I used to think that too” or “I 
once felt the way you do.” 
 

____ 10. Other people have commented about my ability to develop new friendships. 
 

____ 11. I prefer to let someone better qualified explain Christianity to others, even if I 
know the answer to their questions. 
 

____ 12. I find fulfillment in helping others, often in behind-the-scenes ways. 
 

____ 13. I usually do not have a problem in challenging people with truth. 
 

____ 14. In conversations, I naturally focus on the questions that are holding up a person’s 
spiritual progress. 
 

____ 15. When I tell people how I came to Christ, I find that they are interested in hearing 
it. 
 

____ 16. I would rather delve into personal life issues than discuss theology. 
 

____ 17. If I knew of a high quality outreach event that my friends would enjoy, I would 
make a big effort to bring them. 



____ 18. I prefer to show love through my actions more than my words. 
 

____ 19. I believe real love often means telling someone the truth, even when it hurts. 
 

____ 20. I enjoy discussions and debates on difficult questions. 
 

____ 21. I intentionally share my mistakes with others when it will help them relate to the 
solutions I have found. 
 

____ 22. I prefer getting involved in discussions concerning a person’s life before dealing 
with the details of their beliefs. 
 

____ 23. I tend to watch for spiritually strategic events to bring people to (such as 
Christian concerts, church connecting-events, etc.). 
 

____ 24. When people are spiritually closed, I’ve found my quiet demonstration of 
Christian love sometimes makes them more receptive. 
 

____ 25. A motto that would fit me is: “Make a difference or a mess, but do something.” 
 

____ 26. I often get frustrated with people when they use weak arguments or poor logic. 
 

____ 27. People seem interested in hearing stories about things that have happened in my 
life. 
 

____ 28. I enjoy long talks with friends. 
 

____ 29. I am always looking for a match between the needs and interests of my friends 
and the various events, books, etc. that they would enjoy or benefit from. 
 

____ 30. I feel more comfortable physically assisting a person in the name of Christ than 
getting involved in religious discussions. 
 

____ 31. I sometimes get in trouble for lacking gentleness and sensitivity in the way I 
interact with others. 
 

____ 32. I like to get at the underlying reasons for opinions that people hold. 
 

____
  

33. I am still amazed at how God brought me to faith in Him and I am motivated to 
tell people about it. 
 

____ 34. People generally consider me to be an interactive, sensitive, and caring person. 
 

____ 35. A highlight of my week would be to take a guest with me to a church outreach 
event. 
 

____ 36. I tend to be more practical and action-oriented than philosophical and idea-
oriented. 



TRANSFER YOUR RESPONSES TO THIS GRID AND TOTAL EACH COLUMN. 
 

Direct 
 

1. _____ 

7. _____ 

13. _____ 

19. _____ 

25. _____ 

31. _____ 

_____ 

 

Intellectual 
 

2. _____ 

8. _____ 

14. _____ 

20. _____ 

26. _____ 

32. _____ 

_____ 

 

Testimonial 
 

3. _____ 

9. _____ 

15. _____ 

21. _____ 

27. _____ 

33. _____ 

_____ 

Relational 
 

4. _____ 

10. _____ 

16. _____ 

22. _____ 

28. _____ 

34. _____ 

_____ 

 

Invitational 
 

5. _____ 

11. _____ 

17. _____ 

23. _____ 

29. _____ 

35. _____ 

_____ 

 

Serving 
 

6. _____ 

12. _____ 

18. _____ 

24. _____ 

30. _____ 

36. _____ 

_____ 

 
 

 

After totaling each column you should get a feel for which outreach style you naturally gravitate 
towards. Let’s look more deeply into each style and see how we can actively pursue others and proclaim 
the gospel while still being ourselves! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: This questionnaire and the outreach styles in this session are adapted from Mark Mittelberg’s Becoming A Contagious Christian course. 



EVANGELISM STYLES DESCRIPTION 
 
 

DIRECT STYLE 
 

Characteristics 
Usually comfortable with speaking directly and not dancing around the issues. 

�x Confident 

�x Engaging 

�x Straightforward 
 
Cautions 
Be careful not to be abrasive or plow people over with truth. Like Christ, we want to be full of both grace and 
truth (John 1:14). 
 
Biblical Example:  Peter 
�^�D���v���}�(���/�•�Œ�����o�U���Z�����Œ���š�Z���•�����Á�}�Œ���•�W���:���•�µ�•���}�(���E���Ì���Œ���š�Z�Y���Ç�}�µ�����Œ�µ���]�(�]���������v�����l�]�o�o���������Ç���š�Z�����Z���v���•���}�(���o���Á�o���•�•���u���v�Y�[�����v����
�W���š���Œ���•���]�����š�}���š�Z���u�U���Z�Z���‰���v�š�����v���������������‰�š�]�Ì�����Y�[�_���������š�•���î�W�î�ï�U 38 

 
 

INTELLECTUAL STYLE 
 

Characteristics 
Tend to enjoy discussing deep truths and thinking thoroughly through issues. 

�x Inquisitive 

�x Analytical 

�x Logical 
 

Cautions 
Be careful not to rely on your own wisdom in evangelism. You should primarily seek to proclaim the simple 
gospel message, rather than entertain irrelevant debates. 
 
Biblical Example: Paul 
�^���v�����W���µ�o���Á���v�š���]�v�U�����•���Á���•���Z�]�•�����µ�•�š�}�u�U�����v�����}�v���š�Z�Œ�������^���������š�Z�������Ç�•���Z�����Œ�����•�}�v�������Á�]�š�Z���š�Z���u���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����^���Œ�]�‰�š�µ�Œ���•�U��
explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Chri�•�š���š�}���•�µ�(�(���Œ�����v�����š�}���Œ�]�•�����(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�������������X�_�������š�•���í�ó�W�î-3A 

 

TESTIMONIAL STYLE 
 

Characteristics 
Tend to relate their experiences well to others and enjoy sharing what God has done in their lives. 

�x Good storyteller 

�x Authentic 

�x Active listener 
 

Caution 
Sharing your t���•�š�]�u�}�v�Ç���]�•�v�[�š���š�Z�����•���u�������•���•�Z���Œ�]�v�P���š�Z�����P�}�•�‰���o�X���d�Œ�Ç���š�}���Œ���o���š�����Ç�}�µ�Œ���š���•�š�]�u�}�v�Ç���š�}���}�š�Z���Œ�•�[���o�]�À���•�����v�����µ�•����
your story as a bridge to the gospel. 

 

Biblical Example:  Healed blind man 
�^�Y�š�Z�����u���v���Á�Z�}���Z�������������v�����o�]�v���Y���v�•�Á���Œ�����U���Z�t�Z���š�Z���Œ���Z�����]�•�������•�]�v�v���Œ���/�����}���v�}�š���l�v�}�Á�X���K�ve thing I do know, that 
�š�Z�}�µ�P�Z���/���Á���•�����o�]�v���U���v�}�Á���/���•�����X�_���:�}�Z�v���õ�W�î�ð-25 

 
















































